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1 Musick and Wilson provide a thorough review in Musick, M. and Wilson, J. (2008) Volunteers: A social profile. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  
2 See for example McGarvey, A., Jochum, V., Davies, J., Dobbs, J. and Hornung, L. (2019) Time Well Spent: A national 
survey on the volunteer experience. London: NCVO. 
www.ncvo.org.uk/images/documents/policy_and_research/volunteering/Volunteer-experience_Full-Report.pdf (accessed 
September 2020) 

http://www.ncvo.org.uk/images/documents/policy_and_research/volunteering/Volunteer-experience_Full-Report.pdf
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Figure 5: Family as a driver for volunteering  

 

Family as motivation 

Instilling and expressing family values  
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Role modelling 

Spending meaningful time together  

 

3 See for example Bekkers, R. (2007) ‘Intergenerational transmission of volunteering’, Acta Sociologica, vol. 50, no. 2. pp. 

99–114. 
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Time outside of the family 

Family payback 

 

4 Wajcman, J. (2014) Pressed for Time: The acceleration of life in digital capitalism. Chicago and London: University of 
Chicago Press. 
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Family life providing multiple routes into volunteering  

Children’s activities as routes into volunteering  

 

5 See for example Brodie, E., Hughes, T. Jochum, V., Miller, S., Ockenden, N. and Warburton, D. (2011) Pathways through 

Participation: What creates and sustains active citizenship? London: NCVO/IVR/Involve. 

www.involve.org.uk/resources/publications/project-reports/pathways-through-participation (accessed September 2020) 

http://www.involve.org.uk/resources/publications/project-reports/pathways-through-participation
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Participation as a route into volunteering  

Other family members as a route into volunteering 
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Family as a resource for volunteering  

 

6 Wajcman, J. (2014) Pressed for Time: The acceleration of life in digital capitalism. Chicago and London: University of 
Chicago Press. 
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Family volunteering as a way to meet mission and values 
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Family volunteering as a way to widen participation  
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Organisational barriers and limits to developing family volunteering  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrust.org.uk%2Ffeatures%2Ffamily-volunteering&data=02%7C01%7COliver.Chan%40ncvo.org.uk%7Cfb77a4fbd5f84198ca9708d80c848266%7C67e7e0c81ed045d1b0cccabb5020e034%7C0%7C0%7C637273110550292437&sdata=n%2BMsm9Da8f6WTps6Ruo5ZmLdBy9u5kh2lTO6EMF0UpU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrail.co.uk%2Fridgeway%2Fevents%2Fchalking-horse-white-horse-hill-national-trust-uffington-oxon&data=02%7C01%7COliver.Chan%40ncvo.org.uk%7Cfb77a4fbd5f84198ca9708d80c848266%7C67e7e0c81ed045d1b0cccabb5020e034%7C0%7C0%7C637273110550302395&sdata=yYIW%2FK0Kanj%2Bd%2BNTQ05OC4dSWazChSJsu0h%2B3oOTGPE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrail.co.uk%2Fridgeway%2Fevents%2Fchalking-horse-white-horse-hill-national-trust-uffington-oxon&data=02%7C01%7COliver.Chan%40ncvo.org.uk%7Cfb77a4fbd5f84198ca9708d80c848266%7C67e7e0c81ed045d1b0cccabb5020e034%7C0%7C0%7C637273110550302395&sdata=yYIW%2FK0Kanj%2Bd%2BNTQ05OC4dSWazChSJsu0h%2B3oOTGPE%3D&reserved=0
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Fitting volunteering in  

 

7 Cornwall, A. (2002) ‘Locating citizen participation’, IDS Bulletin, vol. 33, no. 2, pp. 49–58. 
8 See for example Wajcman, J. (2014) Pressed for Time: The Acceleration of Life in Digital Capitalism. Chicago and London: 
University of Chicago Press. 
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9 See for example Stebbins, R. (2015) Serious Leisure: A perspective of our time. New Brunswick, NJ:  

Transaction Publishers. 
10 Emma (2017) ‘The gender wars of household chores: a feminist comic’, The Guardian, 
www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/26/gender-wars-household-chores-comic (accessed September 2020) 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/26/gender-wars-household-chores-comic
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Fitting family life around volunteering  

 

11 This chimes with other research, such as NCVO’s 2019 Time Well Spent study, which found that one in five volunteers 
felt that their volunteering was becoming too much like paid work (p.9.) 

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/policy-and-research/volunteering-policy/research/time-well-spent?highlight=WyJ0aW1lIiwidGltZXMiLCJ0aW1lJyIsInRpbWUnLiIsInRpbWVseSIsInRpbWluZ3MiLCJ0aW1lcyciLCJ0aW1pbmciLCJ0aW1lJywiLCJ3ZWxsIiwid2VsbHMiLCJ3ZWxscyciLCJ3ZWxsaW5nIiwic3BlbnQiLCJ0aW1lIHdlbGwiLCJ0aW1lIHdlbGwgc3BlbnQiLCJ3ZWxsIHNwZW50Il0=
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Family support  

 

12 Wider research evidence recognises the emotional and practical support that family members provider each other, in 

different contexts – see for example Swartz, T. (2009) ‘Intergenerational family relations in adulthood: Patterns, 

variations, and implications in the contemporary United States’, Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 35, no. 1, pp. 191–212.  
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The status of and priority for volunteering  
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A family-friendly approach  
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Flexibility and variety  
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https://www.scouts.org.uk/about-us/strategy/our-pillars-of-work/early-years/
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Progression and pathways  
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Balancing risk and regulation  
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